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SAN ĠORĠ PRECA COLLEGE 
PRIMARY SCHOOLS  

Half Yearly Exams 2017 
 

 

Welcome children. During this session you will be listening to two passages. 
You may now look at Task One. (Allow a 30 second pause while students 
familiarise themselves with the paper.) 
 
Procedure for Task One 
 
Listen carefully. You will listen to the passage twice. 
Now listen to the first passage. If you wish you may start completing the 
exercises as you listen. 
 

Adopting a pet 
 

 Pets require time, responsibility, money and work.   
 

 Learn as much as you can about the animal.  Read about your potential 
pet in books, magazines and the internet.  
 

 Show your parents that you are responsible. They will realise you are 
ready to have a pet. Help your parents around the house. Do your 
homework before your parents tell you to. Keep your room clean.  Do 
this on time. 

 
 Ask at a convenient time. Make sure your parents are in a good mood 

when you talk to them about getting a pet.  
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 Be prepared for your parents to say no.  Keep calm, do not get upset, 
angry, or yell. These behaviours will show your parents that you may not 
be mature enough for a pet. Instead, accept your parents’ answer and 
continue to show your parents that you are responsible. They may 
change their mind.  

 
 Be willing to compromise. Your parents may suggest a different pet than 

the one you asked them for. Be open to your parents’ suggestions. 
 

 It may take a while before your parents decide to let you have a pet. Be 
patient throughout the process. 

 
Adapted from :  http://www.wikihow.com/Convince-Your-Parents-to-Let-You-
Have-a-Pet 
 

Listen to the sentences and underline the correct word or phrase in each 
bracket as you listen.  
(Include a 4-second pause after each number.) 
Number 1  You have just listened to (a story, a piece of advice, a poem) about 
asking your parents for a pet.  
Number 2  Pets (do not need, may need, need) our time. (4 seconds) 
Number 3 You can learn about keeping pets from (friends, books, games).   
(4 seconds) 
Number 4 Keeping your room (tidy, filthy, disorganized) is a way to show 
responsibility. (4 seconds) 
Number 5 You can also show responsibility by carrying out your duties 
(slowly, poorly, on time). (4 seconds) 
Number 6 You should talk to your parents during a (convenient, bad, late) 
time. (4 seconds) 
Number 7 (Scream, Cry, Keep calm) if your parents do not want you to have 
a pet. (4 seconds) 
Number 8  Your parents (will , can, won’t) suggest a different pet.                              
(4 seconds) 
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Number 9  You must be willing to (compromise, fight, be rude) with your 
parents. (4 seconds) 
Now you will hear the recording again. Listen carefully.  
(The recording is read a second time.)  
 
Adopting a pet 
 

 Pets require time, responsibility, money and work.   
 

 Learn as much as you can about the animal.  Read about your potential 
pet in books, magazines and the internet.  
 

 Show your parents that you are responsible. They will realise you are 
ready to have a pet. Help your parents around the house. Do your 
homework before your parents tell you to. Keep your room clean.  Do 
this on time. 

 
 Ask at a convenient time. Make sure your parents are in a good mood 

when you talk to them about getting a pet.  
 

 Be prepared for your parents to say no.  Keep calm, do not get upset, 
angry, or yell. These behaviours will show your parents that you may not 
be mature enough for a pet. Instead, accept your parents’ answer and 
continue to show your parents that you are responsible. They may 
change their mind.  

 
 Be willing to compromise. Your parents may suggest a different pet than 

the one you asked them for. Be open to your parents’ suggestions. 
 

 It may take a while before your parents decide to let you have a pet. Be 
patient throughout the process. 
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Listen to the sentences again. You may finish this task as you listen.  
(The sentences are read a second time. Include the 4-second pause after 
each number.)  
Number 1  You have just listened to (a story, a piece of advice, a poem) about 
asking your parents for a pet. (4 seconds) 
Number 2  Pets (do not need, may need, need) our time. (4 seconds) 
Number 3 You can learn about keeping pets from (friends, books, games). (4 
seconds) 
Number 4 Keeping your room (tidy, filthy, disorganized) is a way to show 
responsibility. (4 seconds) 
Number 5 You can also show responsibility by carrying out your duties 
(slowly, poorly, on time). (4 seconds) 
Number 6 You should talk to your parents during a (convenient, bad, late) 
time. (4 seconds) 
Number 7 (Scream, Cry, Keep calm) if your parents do not want you to have 
a pet. (4 seconds) 
Number 8  Your parents (will , can, won’t) suggest a different pet.                       
(4 seconds) 
Number 9  You must be willing to (compromise, fight, be rude) with your 
parents. (4 seconds) 
 
You now have some time to check your answers.  (Allow 30 seconds.)  
 
This is the end of Task One.  (Allow a 30-second pause between Task 1 and 
Task 2.)  
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Procedures for Task Two  
 
Look at the three exercises for Task Two.  
(Allow a 50-second pause while students familiarise themselves with the 
three exercises.)  
Listen carefully. You will hear the passage twice.  If you wish you may start 
completing the exercises as you listen. 
 
Matilda was a little late in starting school. Most children begin Primary School 

at five or even just before, but Matilda's parents, who weren't very concerned 

one way or the other about their daughter's education, had forgotten to make 

the proper arrangements in advance. She was five and a half when she entered 

school for the first time. 

 

The village school for younger children was a brick building called Albert Hall 

Primary School. It had about two hundred and fifty pupils aged from five to 

just under twelve years old. The head teacher of this establishment was a 

middle-aged lady whose name was Miss Green. 

 

Naturally Matilda was put in the bottom class, where there were eighteen 

other small boys and girls about the same age as her. Their teacher was called 

Miss Jennifer, and she could not have been more than twenty-three or  

twenty-four.  She had a lovely, pale, oval face with blue eyes and her hair was  

light-brown.  

 



San Ġorġ Preca College, Half Yearly Exams 2017, English Listening Yr 6                           Page 6 of 11 

Miss Jennifer was a mild and quiet person who never raised her voice and was 

seldom seen to smile, but there is no doubt she possessed that rare gift for 

being adored by every small child under her care. She seemed to understand 

totally the fear that so often overwhelms young children who for the first time 

in their lives find themselves in a classroom and are told to obey orders.  

 

Miss Green, the Headmistress, was something else altogether. She was a 

monster who frightened the life out of the pupils and teachers alike. There was 

an aura of menace about her even at a distance. Miss Green never walked, she 

always marched like a storm-trooper with long strides and arms swinging. 

When she marched along a corridor, you could actually hear her snorting as 

she went, and if a group of children happened to be in her path, she ploughed 

right on through them like a tank, with small people bouncing off her to left 

and right. Thank goodness we don't meet many people like her in this world, 

although they do exist and all of us are likely to come across at least one of 

them in a lifetime. If you ever do, you should behave as you would if you met 

an enraged rhinoceros out in the bush - climb up the nearest tree and stay 

there until it has gone away. 

Adapted from Matilda by Roald Dahl 
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Listen to the exercises and complete them.  
 
Exercise 1: True, False or No Information Given. Tick (✓) the correct box in 
the table below.  The first one is done for you. 
 
a) The name of the school was Patrick Hall Primary School. 

False 
b) Matilda started attending school before she was five years old. 

Tick the correct box now. (4 seconds) 
c)  Matilda’s parents were not interested in her education. 
 Tick the correct box now. (4 seconds) 
d)  Matilda lived near the school. 
 Tick the correct box now. (4 seconds) 
e)  Children from five to fifteen years attend the village school. 
 Tick the correct box now. (4 seconds) 
f) The school was at the edge of the village. 
 Tick the correct box now. (4 seconds) 
 

 

Exercise 2: Fill in the blanks with ONE word from the story. 
Matilda was in a class with _________________ other children.  (4 seconds)  
Miss Jennifer was their _________________. (4 seconds)  All the small 
pupils _________________ Miss Jennifer. (4 seconds) 
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Exercise 3: Match the two halves of the sentences by writing the correct letter 
in the box. The first one is done for you. One is extra. (Read the first part of 
all the sentences first. Then read the options in the column on the right. Finally 
read the example: (a) Miss Green is the school’s Headmistress. Allow 8 
seconds for students to fill in the boxes.) 

 
 
  

(a) Miss Green  as she marched along the 
corridor. 

(b) Miss Green was totally  to an angry rhinoceros. 
 

(c) Miss Green frightened  all the children and the 
teachers. 

(d) You could hear Miss Green 
snorting 

 different from Miss Jennifer. 
 

(e) Miss Green is compared a* is the school’s Headmistress. 

    

Now you will hear the recording again. Listen carefully.  
(The story is read a second time.)  
 
Matilda was a little late in starting school. Most children begin Primary School 

at five or even just before, but Matilda's parents, who weren't very concerned 

one way or the other about their daughter's education, had forgotten to make 

the proper arrangements in advance. She was five and a half when she entered 

school for the first time. 

 

The village school for younger children was a building called Albert Hall 

Primary School. It had about two hundred and fifty pupils aged from five to 
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just under twelve years old. The head teacher of this establishment was a 

middle-aged lady whose name was Miss Green. 

 

Naturally Matilda was put in the bottom class, where there were eighteen 

other small boys and girls about the same age as her. Their teacher was called 

Miss Jennifer, and she could not have been more than twenty-three or twenty-

four. She had a lovely, pale, oval face with blue eyes and her hair was light-

brown.  

 

Miss Jennifer was a mild and quiet person who never raised her voice and was 

seldom seen to smile, but there is no doubt she possessed that rare gift for 

being adored by every small child under her care. She seemed to understand 

totally the fear that so often overwhelms young children who for the first time 

in their lives find themselves in a classroom and are told to obey orders.  

 

Miss Green, the Headmistress, was something else altogether. She was a 

monster who frightened the life out of the pupils and teachers alike. There was 

an aura of menace about her even at a distance. Miss Green never walked, she 

always marched like a storm-trooper with long strides and arms swinging. 

When she marched along a corridor, you could actually hear her snorting as 

she went, and if a group of children happened to be in her path, she ploughed 

right on through them like a tank, with small people bouncing off her to left 
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and right. Thank goodness we don't meet many people like her in this world, 

although they do exist and all of us are likely to come across at least one of 

them in a lifetime. If you ever do, you should behave as you would if you met 

an enraged rhinoceros out in the bush - climb up the nearest tree and stay 

there until it has gone away. 

Adapted from Matilda by Roald Dahl 
 
 
Listen to the exercises again. You may finish off any remaining exercises as 
you listen.  
 
Exercise 1: True, False or No Information Given. Tick (✓) the correct box in 
the table below. 
 
a)  The name of the school was Patrick Hall Primary School. 

False 
b)   Matilda started attending school before she was five years old. 

Tick the correct box now. (4 seconds) 
c)  Matilda’s parents were not interested in her education. 
 Tick the correct box now. (4 seconds) 
d)  Matilda lived near the school. 
 Tick the correct box now. (4 seconds) 
e)  Children from five to fifteen years attend the village school. 
 Tick the correct box now. (4 seconds) 
f) The school was at the edge of the village. 
 Tick the correct box now. (4 seconds) 
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Exercise 2: Fill in the blanks with ONE word from the story. 
Matilda was in a class with _________________ other children.  (4 seconds)  
Miss Jennifer was their _________________. (4 seconds)  All the small 
pupils _________________ Miss Jennifer. (4 seconds) 
 
 
Exercise 3: Match the two halves of the sentences by writing the correct letter 
in the box. The first one is done for you. One is extra. (Read the first part of 
all the sentences first. Then read the options in the column on the right. Finally 
read the example: (a) Miss Green is the school’s Headmistress. Allow 8 
seconds for students to fill in the boxes.) 

 
  

(a) Miss Green  as she marched along the 
corridor. 

(b) Miss Green was totally  to an angry rhinoceros. 
 

(c) Miss Green frightened  all the children and the 
teachers. 

(d) You could hear Miss Green 
snorting 

 different from Miss Jennifer. 
 

(e) Miss Green is compared a* is the school’s Headmistress. 

 
 
You now have some time to check your answers. (3 minutes)  
 
This is the end of Task Two and the end of the Listening Comprehension Paper. 
 


